. Of (Capeci, 1984: 9) . Nearly half of the migrants were southerners, this percentage increasing substantially after 1942. Lee and Humphrey (1943) (Widick, 1972:27) . Large numbers of European immigrants quickly learned these southern traditions of race hatred.
History suggests that the presence of these southern whites, among whom support for capital punishment has been traditional, and the growing black population should have generated a death penalty (Platt and Takagi, 1977 (Widick, 1972) . The population shifts mentioned above help explain a heated controversy in 1942 between blacks and whites regarding the possible racial integration of a new federally funded housing project (Capeci, 1984) . Detroit set the bench mark for interracial violence during the riots of 1943 and 1967 (Boskin, 1969 (Detroit News,1950b (Bryant, 1974) . As of 1976, 64 percent were in favor and by 1977, 72 percent agreed (Bryant, 1976 (Bryant, , 1977 . A 1978 survey in the Detroit area also found 72 percent favored executions of convicted murderers (Detroit News, 1978 (Detroit News, 1985b (Wood and Hughes, 1984; Beisel, 1990) , antiabortion campaigns (Clarke, 1987) and campaigns for the banning of school textbooks (Page and Clelland, 1978 (Bedau, 1987: 246 (Flint Journal, 1955 Lack of empirical evidence of deterrence has remained a keystone in the opposition to executions. The director of corrections in 1980 cited the lack of evidence of deterrence and the increased difficulty in getting convictions with the death penalty (Flint Journal, 1980) . The head of the Michigan American Civil Liberties Union agreed (Michigan Chamber of Commerce, 1980), as did the Lieutenant Governor (Brickley, 1980 News, 1979a) .
Delegates to the 1962 constitutional convention endorsed familiar reasons for rejecting the death penalty: executions are not a deterrent because serious offenses are a consequence of mental disturbance, the death penalty results in judicial delays and is biased against the poor and ignorant, the state sets a bad example for its citizens when it takes a human life, conviction of the innocent is possible and the death penalty is irrevocable (Knapp, 1963 (Burbey, 1938 (Bennett, 1978 (Detroit News, 1985a) .
In 1871 a petition on behalf of eighty-seven ministers, deacons and elders of the True Dutch Reform Church, asking for a return of the death penalty, was delivered to the Michigan House (Kohler, 1980 (Lansing State Journal,1957) . Both Canada and England were struggling with an issue that Michigan had resolved 117 years ago, according to a local paper (Detroit News, 1964) . A death penalty opponent noted that Michigan was the first English-speaking government to abolish capital punishment (House Hearings, 1973) . One hundred and twenty seven years of abolition in Michigan were also noted (Lansing State Journal, 1974a This tortured reasoning is that since the state of Michigan has not executed anyone since statehood, the state cannot abolish something that it has never actually used. The state, according to this senator, was the first to prohibit and forbid the death penalty but not the first to 'abolish' it. This strained logic reflects the important role that the history of abolition plays in its maintenance. This history is frequently noted in the press and mentioned by opponents of the death penalty (Lansing State journal, 1967 , 1974b , 1975 Detroit News, 1976b . Frequent reference by the press to this history of abolition coexists with widespread editorial opposition to capital punishment.
Nevertheless, between 1846 and 1985 there were sixty-two legislative ( Figure  1 ) and four petition attempts to reinstate the death penalty. Figure 1 demon (Lansing State Journal, 1952) .
By 1973, however, death penalty supporters both in and outside of the state legislature viewed public opinion as an ally. Consequently they started an initiative petition calling for a referendum on the death penalty (Detroit News, 1973b) . The petition effort failed to secure the necessary number of signatures to put capital punishment on the November 1974 ballot. The effort netted only 180,000 of the 265,000 signatures required (Detroit News,1974 (Tuchman,1978: 4 (Kingdon, 1984: 63 (Austin and Brown, 1989 (Martin, 1954; Dilulio, 1987 (Rusche and Kirchheimer, 1939;  Adamson, 1983 Adamson, , 1984 ) that historically, when elites have opposed the death penalty in favor of imprisonment, it was rooted in their economic interests, even if justified by them on moral grounds (Orland, 1975) . Correspondingly, Foucault (1977) has argued, humane penal reforms that rejected torture and death in favor of imprisonment and rehabilitation have obscured, and thereby helped protect, the coercive and repressive nature of the existing social and economic order. In considering executions Foucault reasoned that 'a confused horror spread from the scaffold; ... [I] t was always ready to invert the shame inflicted on the victim into pity or glory, it often turned the legal violence of the executioner into shame' (Foucault, 1977: 9) . Even as early as the eighteenth century many began to 'doubt the efficacy of [the ritual of] public hanging as a deterrent' to crime and instead recognized that this practice seemed to generate disrespect and defiance of law in general (Ignatieff, 1978: 23 
